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SRS Congress of the United States —-
House of Representatibes
Washington, BE 205151312

www.house.gov/costello

January 4, 2005

The Honorable George W. Bush
President of the United States
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President Bush:

I thank you for coming to southwestern Illinois and for keeping the issue of medical malpractice
reform in the forefront. Unfortunately, I will be in Washington, D.C. as we reorganize the House
and our committees. However, I would like to repeat what I believe needs to be addressed in a
legislative solution to this complicated, critical problem.

While I believe that malpractice and tort reform are issues that should be addressed at the state
level, as passing legislation at the federal level will pre-empt legislation enacted by as many as
one-half of the states on these issues, I respectfully suggest that legislation only capping non-
economic damages without accountability on the part of the insurance mdustry will do little to
solve the problem.

Therefore, I hope that you will give consideration to the following issues in any legislation that
you propose to the Congress:

1. Capping non-economic damages.

Forcing insurance companies to appear before the insurance commissioner or 51m11ar
public body in each respective state in order to justify a rate increase over 15% - similar
to the law in California.

Establishing a mediation system to handle cases before they enter the court system.
Address the issue of forum shopping in filing cases.

Establish a system to hold physicians accountable for malpractice and a system to
penalize attorneys that abuse the court system.
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T urge you to consider these issues if you intend to send medical malpractice legislation to the
Congress, and I stand ready to work with you and your staff on this critical issue.
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